MEDITERRANEAN   CIVILIZATION   AFTER   THE   INVASIONS
in Rome, and the city of Rome, acknowledged him as the legi-
timate sovereign of the ecclesia.1
With the exception of the king of the Vandals, the Barbarian
kings regarded him as their master, striking his effigy on their
coins, and they solicited and obtained titles and favours from him,
Justinian adopted Theodebert,2 as Maurice afterwards adopted
Childebert.
It was to Constantinople that the kings submitted their disputes,
and it was there that they endeavoured to concoct their intrigues.
The Emperor himself had made no concessions; it was therefore
quite natural that when the occasion offered itself he should seek
to recover his property. And in the case of Justinian, his desire to
recover what was his was reinforced by his anxiety to re-establish
the orthodox religion. Even though she had lost nearly the whole of
the Mediterranean coast, Byzantium was still capable of attempting
the great enterprise of reconstituting the Empire.
Byzantium had a navy which gave her the control of the sea.
She was supported by the Church, with which Theodoric had just
quarrelled. In Italy she could count on the support of the great
Roman families, and in Africa she could rely on the friends of the
refugees of the Vandal aristocracy, who had sought in the Imperial
Court a refuge against the persecutions of the monarchy. Perhaps,
too, she counted on the revolt of the provincial population. In
order to ensure the maximum chance of success, Justinian, before
entering upon his campaigns, concluded peace with the Persian
Empire (532), and, by means of subsidies, immobilized the Bar-
barians of all sorts who were prowling about the frontiers.
Byzantium had not to deal with a single front only. There was
no Germanic policy. Theodoric, indeed, had endeavoured to group
1	See the work of Gregory the Great; though this, it is true, is later in
date than Justinian. It is enough to read the writings of Marius of Avenches
(d. 594), Victor Tonnetmensis (d. 569), and John of Biclaro to realize that
for them the Empire still existed. C£ ebert, Histoire de la literature du Moyen
Age en Occident, trans. aymertc and condamiv, vol. 1,1883, p. 618.
2	Theodebert wrote to Justinian as humbly as possible. A. vasudsv, Histoire
de fEmpire byzantin, French trans., Paris, 1932, vol. I, p. 203, n. 2.
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